
 

 

Virtual Faith! 
 

Peace and grace to beloved members and friends of St. Andrew’s Winthrop! 
 

When I last wrote the Vicar’s message a month ago, the gist was of 
communication and conversation; particularly between God-Christ Jesus-

Spirit and “us” as a faith community. And, I noted how “Technology has 
evolved seemingly beyond the speed of light!” In retrospect and in our 

context, it was the calm before the storm, the Covid-19 storm, not a 
blizzard, not even a season, but more like an ice-age descending upon us, 

catching most of us off-guard. 
 

But we’re here now, life disrupted, no business of being church ‘as usual’. 
This is going to be a long, sad, tragic road but from which we WILL 

eventually emerge and come to a place of new life and Resurrection, 

although the terrain may be vastly altered and maybe even unrecognizable. 
 

Part of the newly developing landscape of our faithful response to the 
pandemic unfolding all around us, is the way we continue to find ways to 

gather as people of God; not neglecting to share in conversation through 
some amazing technology – especially “Zoom” which is NOT the Hollywood 

Squares of years past but a very real, yet virtual room, where we can be 
together in prayer and worship, to connect and identify ways we can 

minister to one another AND beyond our faith community to the places 
where we are sheltering. 

 
For some parishioners who have difficulty getting to church for worship, 

virtual worship has spanned the gap of access limitation. For other 
parishioners who are away from the church as residents elsewhere, our 

community has been knit closer through virtual access. The challenges are 

great to say the least, and the steep learning curve at times offers some 
humorous moments. I echo the thoughts of a meme, posted by a friend on 

Facebook, “This is the Lentiest Lent I’ve ever Lented!” 
 

But we can take heart in the sure knowledge of God’s saving power! Indeed, 
the events of Holy Week culminating at Easter WILL happen, whether we’re 

gathered in the church building (not) or in the Upper “Zoom” as another 
Facebook meme jested. This is going to be a long, sad, tragic road but from 

which we WILL eventually emerge and come to a place of new life and 
Resurrection, although the terrain may be vastly altered and maybe even 

unrecognizable. There are already signs of positive outcomes from this 
hardship that has caused upheaval and trauma for all people, everywhere. 

 



 

 

We’re learning new ways of being neighbors, and of speaking up against bias 
and injustice aimed at those targeted for their skin color, or resident status, 

and so on. In a time when physical presence and movement is restricted to 
the bare essential minimum, and social distance is the new norm and 

reality; people of faith are using their virtual voices to be good citizens, 
embracing practices that ensure (to the best of one’s ability) their neighbor’s 

health and well-being. And we’re find ways both large and small to offer 
assistance in the best way we can – making masks, making space and time 

for the most vulnerable to obtain the resources they need. And for those 
who are unable to access virtual community, we’re returning to and 

implementing old-fashioned, tried and true means to stay in touch and keep 
informed. We’re learning a lot about ourselves and others, and what 

it means to-be-Church now. 
 

We might be encouraged by the fact that the disciples didn’t recognize the 

Risen Lord when he first reappeared to them. Mostly, it was his voice and 
words that opened their eyes to who was standing before them, beside 

them, WITH them. We’re still able to be together through voice and heart. 
 

The gospel stories reveal deep truth that can speak to our hearts and inspire 
us, for even the disciples were for a period locked away in fear, some in 

denial. A colleague posted to Facebook, Rev. Dr. Emily Heath’s wry 
observation, “The first Easter didn’t happen at a church. It happened outside 

of an empty tomb, while all the disciples were sequestered in a home, grief-
stricken and wondering what was going on. So, we’re all going to be keeping 

things pretty Biblical this #Easter.” (3/25/20) 
 

AND, I for one, am eager for the day when I can shout out with joy, 
“Welcome to St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church on this glorious day of 

Resurrection”; when flowers adorn the altar set for Holy Eucharist and we 

partake in the Body of Christ at God’s Table; when coffee is overflowing after 
the service as we share in the feast after The Feast! 

 
Until then I ask for our prayers for one another and for the world, for 

healing, compassion, wisdom, guidance, and an abundance of love to hold 
us and keep us always. 

 
 

Faithfully, 

Amma Susan+ 

 


