
A New Way in the Wilderness 
I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. (Isaiah 43:19) 
 

Our community, our world is still in the deep throes of Pandemic Covid-19. 
Our country is facing an increasing number of infections and deaths even as 

governmental leaders attempt to restore a sense of normalcy against threat 
of economic disaster. Balance seems to be nowhere in sight. And yet… Hope 

springs eternal for people of faith! 
 

The Prophet Isaiah’s words can give us confidence that God’s faithfulness 
cannot be thwarted by a death-wielding virus. God is with us! As Christians, 

we profess this in believing in our Lord Jesus Christ. We affirm that the Spirit 
is ever-present – guiding, shaping, healing, restoring. No matter what 

enemy surrounds and attempts to devastate, God is ALWAYS at work – 

creating all things anew! God is the force of life springing forth, against the 
powers of evil, sin, and death. 

 
Throughout these recent weeks, there have been many blessings already 

vocalized, many fruits of labor and faith already materialized, and for many 
– faith deepened. And that is not to pretend that life hasn’t been made 

harder for some or that personal loss hasn’t been great. I think it’s a case of 
‘both/and’. But often through the morning meditations that our parish laity 

have been offering online via Zoom, and in the twice weekly Morning Prayer, 
I’ve heard encouraging words of hope: God is with us, the glass is half-full 

not half empty, God’s creation revives the soul, the burden is eased, be part 
of the solution, all shall be well… the litany could go on and on. Words come 

up frequently that inspire: trust, hope, confidence, connection, and one of 
my favorite phrases– “strongly, gently” from the Bishop’s Committee 

meeting via Zoom, to begin tentative, initial forays into what church will look 

like for us in the upcoming weeks. For me, that conjures up the person of 
Jesus in my mind who is divine strength, incarnate; leading us gently 

through this perilous existence. 
 

It’s true that we’ve been frustrated to not be incarnationally present with 
one another, AND, we’ve learned a lot about what connection means and 

have found creative ways of maintaining that embodiedness. And it certainly 
has provoked questions of theological understanding from the top down as 

well as from the ground up! For example, virtual blessing or consecration of 
bread and wine. Hmmm, where do you stand on this? I’d like to hear from 

you! 
 

Many of us have learned that we can’t do it all. We’ve been learning how to 
be more and do less. Unless of course you’re on Zoom all the time and that 



needs some evaluation! And parents might have it the hardest, some who 
must continue to work outside the home, and yet find ways to educate their 

children. Wow! Not enough hours in the day, speaking with experience as a 
past homeschool mom; way, way back before it was even ‘normal’! 

 
I saw a wonderful posting on Facebook (thank-you to Charles M. for sharing) 

that stated a basic premise of our Lord’s compassionate response to 
everything going on around him (which comes back to the paradox of 

‘strongly/gently’: 
 

As we are trying to figure out how to ease back in to a new normal, 
please remember: 

     Some people don’t agree with the reopening.... that’s okay. Be kind. 

           Some people are still planning to stay home.... that’s okay. Be kind. 

       Some are still scared of getting the virus and a second wave 

happening.... that’s okay. Be kind. 

      Some are sighing with relief to go back to work knowing they may not 

lose their business or their homes.... that’s okay. Be kind. 

            Some are thankful they can finally have a surgery they have put off.... 

that’s okay. Be kind. 

           Some will be able to attend interviews after weeks without a job.... 

that’s okay. Be kind. 

       Some will wear masks for weeks.... that’s okay. Be kind. 

       Some people will rush out to get the hair or nails done....  

that’s okay. Be kind. 

     The point is, everyone has different viewpoints/feelings and… 

that’s okay. Be kind. 
We each have a different story. If you need to stay home, stay home. 

But And… be kind. 
If you need to go out, just respect others when in public and be kind! 

Don’t judge fellow humans because you’re not in their story. 
We all are in different mental states than we were months ago. 

So remember, be kind. 
And remember, for all the newborn infants, this (crisis) is the normal world. 

 
Your Bishop’s Committee is seeking ways to once again gather inperson as 

people of God, the faithful body of Christ at St. Andrew’s Winthrop, the 

Episcopal branch of the Jesus Movement. As we discern what this means and 
what shape it may take, there are no definites except for one thing: there 

will be no such ‘normal’ as we understood church to be prior to this 
pandemic. For better or worse (in our human perception), God is making all 

things new. We will adapt and change as necessary to continue the mission 
of God as the body of Christ. Our guiding theological principle will be 



engaging in the hard work of slowing the spread of Covid-19, as our 
diocesan bishop +Thomas has promulgated. 

 
We’ll step back to evaluate what has been working in this unique context, 

discern what can be let go of, and look towards what yet can be. A task 
force within the BC will go through the guiding document that we’ve been 

given by the diocese to address specifics and make recommendations based 
on our BC conversation of May 6th. 

 
We promise that everything will reflect that guiding principle of care to slow 

the spread of Covid-19. We trust that the Spirit will give us wisdom and 
courage to do what we must within this purview which includes following 

directives from our governmental leaders and recommendations from the 
CDC and health care experts, as well as our leadership within the Episcopal 

Church and in consultation with other religious bodies, and of course, our 

relationship with The Winthrop Friends and shared use of the building. 
 

We do not have a specific plan or date for re-opening church at this present 
time. Part of our discernment will be waiting and watching what happens in 

the next few weeks as gradual reopening unfolds in other arenas. And we 
will communicate as often and clearly as possible. 

 
So then, let us wait patiently in the Lord, knowing that God is making a 

new way in the wilderness, do we not perceive it? AND, I close with 
the words I offered last month because “I for one, am eager for the day 

when I can shout out with joy, “Welcome to St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 
on this glorious day of Resurrection”; when flowers adorn the altar set for 

Holy Eucharist and we partake in the Body of Christ at God’s Table; when 
coffee is overflowing after the service as we share in the feast after The 

Feast! 

 
Until then I ask for our prayers for one another and for the world, for 

healing, compassion, wisdom, guidance, and an abundance of love to hold 
us and keep us always. 

 
 

Faithfully, 

Amma Susan+ 

 


