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Is. 55:10-13 Ps. 65:9-14     Ro. 8:1-11 Mt. 13:1-9,18-23 

Living God, help us so to hear your holy Word that we may truly understand; and 

through understanding, we may believe, and in believing, we may follow in all 

faithfulness and obedience, seeking Your honor and glory in all that we do; through 

Christ our Lord. Amen  

 

At first glance, the gospel seems pretty straight forward, especially since Jesus explains 

it so clearly for us, a rare occasion to be sure! He relates to and draws his listeners in, 

by using the commonly practiced farming technique (of his time) in which the farmers 

firstly cast the seed, and then plow the land. 

 

He describes the types of soil where the seeds might fall, noting that not all take root: 

those that land on the path, are gobbled up. In all other instances, they actually take 

root, but, not all survive, and the various threats are explained. 

 

It’s understandable to reach a conclusion like: people are the seeds and where one 

lands and thrives (or not) is kind of random – an ‘act of God’. It’s not unrealistic. How 

many people, struggle because of their social location based on the accident of their 

birth,i.e. where the seed landed? How many people struggle, trying to survive in ‘less 

than desirable soil’ – either temporarily or long term; during health crises, in the death 

and loss of loved ones, financial hardship, suffering simply for being who they are, who 

they were created to be – in one’s gender, skin color, sexual orientation or identity? 

 

Another approach to this parable is that people are the soil! And this parable is about 

how we embrace or don’t God’s Word resulting in ‘fruit’ of varying degrees or none at 

all. 

 

After perennial gardening for thirty years, I’m inclined to view God as the Master 

Gardener. My experience and knowledge is that prepping soil is key, to whether ‘seed’ 

roots and thrives; of course one must still allow for the obvious unforeseen and 
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unexpected: critters that interfere and devour, and weather that destroys be it drought, 

deluge of rain, flood and storm. 

 

But then, that wouldn’t make any sense with regard to the parable because the God I 

know wouldn’t haphazardly throw ‘good seed’ into less than optimum conditions! I’m 

sure there are those who hold pre-destination or even double pre-destination to be a 

theological truth, but… that’s not my understanding of who God is. 

 

Then yesterday as I walked around my paths and gardens, the gospel drifted into my 

consciousness, and new thoughts cropped up into my awareness. This occurred while 

roving and delighting in each plant, appreciating each one’s uniqueness, deadheading 

here and there for maximum bloom, watering any that looked parched or droopy, 

paying special attention to the newly planted and carefully looking for signs of pests or 

disease, evaluating the health and growth of each plant, considering whether one needs 

to be transplanted to a better location within the garden, where it might be more suited 

to conditions of light and soil. It is hard to extract me from the garden! 

 

After several hours, baking in the brutal sun and heat, I finally figured out that my 

insight relates to process theology whereby God is understood to be the ground of all 

being AND it’s an interactive ‘dance’ with God. God is in the soil and light and water, 

the sustenance by which we live and grow, that quenches the thirst of the soul! God is 

in the seed (the divine spark in each) and God is in us (imago dei – made in the image 

of God). 

 

This is not a parable or debate about whether we are soil or seed. Jesus asks us to hear 

and respond to our Creator, as part of the divine Kingdom growing. Sixteen times, in 

this chapter alone (13) Jesus demands that those with “ears to hear, listen!” Here in 

Matthew, there are seven more parables that follow, each one trying to get us to 

understand one thing- the Kingdom of God and our place within this cosmic garden. 
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God watches over and tends every single plant, all coming from the Source of all seed. I 

would say that all ‘seed’ that The Sower scatters, are blessed: whether on the path, or 

rocky ground, among brambles or fertile soil. 

 

The parable illustrates free will and the opportunity each one has to respond to God’s 

invitation to participate in the Kingdom of God. God invites our consent to participate 

in God’s Garden, reject, or even actively work against God’s purposes. Even so, it’s all in 

God’s design – the grand dance. 

 

Jesus says that the seed sown on the path, was sown in the heart but the evil one 

snatched it away! The seed that lands in the hardened heart rejects any understanding, 

refuses to participate, and God allows it for God is not the puppetmaster controlling 

humanity but interacting with us and all of creation. 

 

The seed that is quickly embraced but untended will wither; for no root development 

will offer no chance of survival- again, it means its up to each plant to cooperate and 

deepen its roots – this, I would suggest is accomplished through prayer, scripture, faith 

community. 

 

The plant among thorns has a conflict of interest stated elsewhere in Matthew (6:24) 

as, ‘No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the 

other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth 

(Gk mammon). Ultimately, the Word of God, the life of faith is choked out. 

 

Finally, we arrive at the best possible circumstances, the intersection of faith and 

understanding that develops the deepest tap root extending directly to God; which 

cannot be severed no matter what forces are exerted upon it. For me, the dandelion 

comes to mind, the lowliest of plants: despised and eradicated from lawns by some, 

embraced by the childlike who revel it its sunshiny yellow blossom and free-floating 

seed that goes ‘poof’ in the wind – sailing off in all directions! 
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Many know, that you can weed it, mow it, sprinkle whatever on it and it just can’t be 

thwarted! 

 

The dandelion epitomizes the lifeforce that is possible when the plant (meaning you 

and I) clings tightly to God, striving to understand and be involved in God’s Master 

Garden design. And like the dandelion, we do not know where the seeds of our fruit will 

travel, whether it will be cast upon path, rocks, thorns or good soil. But can we trust 

that God is actively seeking the well-being of each seed and God has endless Miracle-

Grow at the ready? 

 

While on a weekend gardener’s retreat, Master Gardener Elsa Bakalar answered my 

question about transplanting, by saying, “the best time to transplant, is when you see it 

needs to be done!” In keeping with Process Theology, I maintain that we are not stuck 

on the path, or rocks, or thorns; in this garden dance with God we can take the hand of 

God that reaches out to us and find ourselves transplanted to good soil, with God’s 

help! 

 

Will we live to see where the seeds of our lives will land? Will we be able to measure the 

outcome? Thirty, sixty or a hundred-fold? There’s no telling. For that, we leave it in the 

hands of God, the Master Gardener, cultivator of our souls, our beginning, our end, and 

everything in-between. 

 

Amen 

Amma Susan+ 


