
Putting God’s Word back into the hands of the people (part 2) 
“We would not live by bread alone, but by thy word of grace, in strength of 

which we travel on to our abiding place.” (Hymnal 1982, Hymn #343, v.2) 
 

The theme continues in the words of the Prophet Isaiah, “I am about to do a 
new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in 

the wilderness and rivers in the desert.” (Is. 43:19) 
 

Obstacles continue to be strewn across the paths of fellow travelers on our 
earthly pilgrimage. Yet, God is ever providing a way across, under, over, and 

through whatever gauntlets are thrown down by the contrary cosmological 
forces. 

 
God’s grace is sufficient to carry us forward, no matter how often our doubt 

may be and our anxieties rise. 

 
St. Andrew’s 1st Open-Air Holy Eucharist held at the YMCA camp in Winthrop 

was a breath of fresh air under the stifling ongoing conditions of Covid-19. 
We are so grateful for the generosity of the YMCA in welcoming our parish 

onto their beautiful grounds for the purpose of worship. And how can we not 
glorify God in the midst of such tranquil beauty?! But something or rather 

someones were missing, facing challenges of mobility. 
 

Before the 2nd Sunday approached, a plan was already underway. Sandy 
generously provided a mobile wifi unit and Bill set up his computer below the 

steps of the makeshift porch altar to host Zoom worship in this outdoor 
arena! With the success of this hybrid service, the seed was planted to find 

other ways to put The Word of God back into the hands of the people – to 
feed the people of God! 

 

Jesus told his disciples, “You give them something to eat.” God’s Word is 
that which feeds the soul, that which is sweeter than honey, for we do not 

live by bread alone.  
 

Ever since the onset of the pandemic closed down all in-person gatherings, 
longings have been expressed to begin again, some form of Bible study. And 

while it won’t be the Saturday Soup and Study that had gained a strong 
momentum, we are going to shift to Breakfast Bible Study at The Haven (Bill 

Nave’s residence). 
 

We’re excited to take the knowledge and experience already gleaned from 
our hybrid Sunday worship and apply it to our Bible study. Basically, it’s 

BYOBB (Bring Your Own Bible and Breakfast). P.S. Don’t forget your mask.  



We have flexibility of options with our outdoor space adjacent to the 
screened-in porch which will safely accommodate ten people rain or shine. 

The Zoom link for Wednesdays still stands with sign on at 9 AM for those 
who wish to participate virtually. Our approach generally is to discuss the 

gospel lection for the upcoming Sunday. 
 

Much of our lives have been put temporarily on hold and the demands 
placed on many have caused much hardship. But it’s evident from the 

positive stories which seep through the cracks of isolation and pandemic that 
God is finding a way (safely!) to breach the walls that keep cropping up. 

 
In the words of hymn #628: 

“Help us, O Lord, to learn the truths your word imparts; 
to study, that your laws may be inscribed upon our hearts. 

Help us, O Lord, to live the faith which we proclaim; 

that all our thoughts and words and deeds may glorify your Name. 
Help us O Lord, to teach the beauty of your ways, 

that yearning souls may find the Christ and live a life of praise.” 
 

Blessings and prayers for your health and well-being, 
and may God watch between thee and me, 

while we are away, one from the other! 
 

Faithfully, 

Amma Susan+ 

 


