
Putting God’s Word back into the hands of the people 
 

A year ago, in the Lines of Fishermen (Jul2019), I offered the Vicar’s 
Message with the title “Unraveling” – drawing upon Alan Roxburgh’s book 

Missional – Joining God in the Neighborhood (2011). And I quoted Alan’s 
phrase of “God as active agent in our unraveling social contexts”. Wow! I 

don’t think anyone could have seen how a pandemic named Covid-19 would 
unravel just about every thread in the fabric of our global society, including 

Church. I had asked the question, “might it be the right time - to take the 
time, to discern how God is at work in unraveling the knotted-up Church as 

we know it?” I guess we’ve had ample opportunity to discern this during the 
pandemic context! 

 
To be clear, I do not blame God or hold God accountable for the way this 

virus has come about or spun out of control. We, the people of the world, 

have done a fine job, yes and no, of handling or mishandling our response to 
this novel coronavirus. And to reaffirm, the Church (capital “C”) is a glorious 

and magnificent response of faith to God. It also had become irrelevant and 
disempowered in many arenas worldwide. Secularism has been gnawing 

away the foundation of Church for a long, long time. 
 

But last month, during the peak of society’s shutdown in efforts to slow 
down the transmission of the virus, to ‘flatten the curve’, I was encouraged 

and hopeful, observing the signs all around outside of Church buildings, on 
banners strung across homes and parking lots, stores, and public spaces. 

“What kinds of signs?” you may ask. To state it theologically through the 
words of the Prophet Isaiah, “I am about to do a new thing; now it springs 

forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers 
in the desert.” (Is. 43:19) 

 

In a very, very short time, for many – Zoom became a new way of life. For 
some, it even took over! People throughout society, including Church, had to 

find new avenues to communicate and continue doing business in the best 
way we could, while maintaining social distancing and following mandates 

issued by leaders. There’s not a soul I’ve spoken with that hasn’t agreed, 
that life as we know it is forever altered. That’s probably a good thing in 

most cases and assuredly, there will be fallout as well in ways that are not 
good. There’s no going back to ‘the way it was’ but anyway, that not Maine’s 

motto which is ‘the way life should be’!  
 

People of God rely on faith and trust in the goodness and steadfastness of 
our Lord to see us through the worst of times as well as the best of times. I 

hope and pray that you are finding Grace’s power sufficient to carry you 
through all of the strangeness and peculiarities of our current days. 



 
Now to offer you some exciting news about being and doing Church in a new 

way, yes – even more innovative than Zoom! St. Andrew’s, the remarkable 
parish that personifies The Little Engine that Could, has provided the 

resources and has committed to implementing Open Air worship services 
just down the road from our usual dwelling-space at the Winthrop Friends. 

 
Picture this, we will gather at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays (except on 4th Sundays 

and until the snow flies) at the YMCA camp, 305 Winthrop Center Rd. Driving 
down a short distance along the gravel road, you will be greeted by ushers 

and handed the readings insert, Books of Common Prayer and hymnals as 
needed (which you will keep for the duration of the pandemic or maybe 

permanently). You’ll be guided to a parking place and remain in your 
vehicles, tuning into the specified radio frequency for worship. Your Vicar 

and organist will be situated under tent and entry in front of the camp’s 

common building. 
 

For this service of Holy Eucharist, you will have packed juice or wine and 
bread for your consumption. Each of us lifting our bread and wine at the 

appropriate moment of consecration. Think of Jesus feeding the 5,000! (Mt. 
14:13-21) The people were hungry. Too many to count, really! The disciples 

were deeply concerned. It was getting late and how on earth would they 
feed all those hungry mouths? They felt that it was better to send them 

away, let the multitude go into town and get something to eat. Really??!! 
Well, the rest is history. 

 
16 Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to 

eat.” 17 “We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they 
answered. 18 “Bring them here to me,” he said. 19 And he directed the people 

to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking 

up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to 
the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people. 20 They all ate and 

were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces 
that were left over. 21 The number of those who ate was about five thousand 

men, besides women and children. 
 

Well, due to the guidelines for social distancing. Our picnic-style Eucharist 
will require that you remain in your vehicles. And Bishop Brown has 

confirmed that as we are gathered, separately and yet together, the 
consecration of host and wine (juice) is valid. 

 
In a conversation leading up to this point, Sarah Miller’s words rang clear in 

my heart. We were planning to meet at the camp so that I could get the 
actual lay of the land and see how this would all come together. While we 



talked about the logistics of worship, and my desire to give everyone the 
BCP and hymnal for use (rather than printed pamphlets), she exclaimed, 

“It’s putting God’s Word back into the hands of the people!” And what could 
be more real and authentic, then each one lifting-up the bread and cup to 

ask the Spirit’s blessing upon them? It is quite literally, God in the palm of 
your hand! 

 
Are you hungry? I AM!! While I’m extremely grateful for being able to gather 

virtually by Zoom for worship, I’m really an incarnationally minded believer, 
and I am really, really excited at the prospect of ourselves gathered under 

one tent so to speak, and to share in the body and blood of Jesus Christ. It 
will be a feast of abundance and I’m pretty sure there’ll be plenty of 

leftovers – metaphorically speaking. Our cup runneth over. 
 

The sound and transmission equipment has been ordered. The table, God’s 

Table will be set. The music will play. We will receive the good gift of Christ. 
We will be fed and continue to feed one another in our homes, communities, 

and as far as the Spirit takes us. And there will still be daily meditation and 
morning prayer during the week. Our goal to begin Open-Air Eucharist is 

July 19th. 
 

God watch between thee and me, while we are away, one from the other! 
Blessings and prayers for your health and well-being, 

Amma Susan 
 

 
Faithfully, 

Amma Susan+ 

 


